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SUBJECT: NATO CIVIL EMERGENCY PLANNING (CEP): EMERGENCY 
BROADCASTING AND TELEVISION SERVICES 

REF: AC/98-D/826 

MISSION SHOULD INFORM THE CEP DIRECTOR THAT THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT DOES NOT FEEL FOR ITS PURPOSES THAT THERE 
IS A NEED TO ESTABLISH A "NATO REQUIREMENT" FOR THE USE 
OF BROADCASTING AND TELEVISION SERVICES IN TIME OF CRISIS 
OR WAR. WE RECOGNIZE, HOWEVER, THAT, GIVEN THE CLOSE 
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GEOGRAPHIC PROXIMITY BETWEEN EUROPEAN MEMBER STATES, THEY 
MAY HAVE A VALID NEED FOR AN AGREED REQUIREMENT. 
CONSEQUENTLY WE WOULD NOT WISH TO BLOCK ANY EUROPEAN 
CONSENSUS; ON THE OTHER HAND, IF ANY FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 
WERE TO EMERGE, WE WOULD PROBABLY NOT BE SYMPATHETIC TO 
U.S. PARTICIPATION. 
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